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Ministry News
If you don’t read anything else in this Newsletter, you must read 
Jim Fowlers response to your love and prayers for him during his 
illness.  You will be greatly blessed— His letter is in the “PRAISE 
AND PRAYER REPORT” section of this Newsletter.

“Heaven came down and glory filled my soul,”--the old familiar hymn swills 
through my mind as I remember the glorious events of THE STEVE PETTIT 
CONFERENCE.  No, I don’t remember Ron Block, or Brent Ramsey singing 
that particular song, but heaven did come down and glory did fill our souls.  
You might ask, “I thought you Union People didn’t believe that heaven could 
come down, since we already have heaven within?”  Heaven is not limited to 
just one locality, or just within us. Heaven is within, without, and all around 
and in every place, if you can see it. The transcended, eternal and unlimited,
and the finite, temporal and limited, came together as one reality at our 
conference.

The air was electric with the presence of the Spirit even from the very 
beginning of the conference. Fran Giles declared that a great revival started 
here at our May conference, and it surely did continue flowing like an eternal 
River of Spirit and Praise here at our conference last week-end.

Steve was outstanding, as the Spirit mounted up in him powerfully with 
words of truth and wisdom through-out the first night. Then he continued all 
through Saturday until 9:00pm.  Folks were crying, grabbing there mouths, 
shaking their heads, nodding with agreement, and most certainly blessed 
with Steve’s liberating message. Steve, himself, was so blessed by it all that 
he wanted to change his plan ticket and stay through late Sunday afternoon, 
although, he was prevented from doing so. 

Brent Ramsey and Ron Block began ministering to us through their music on 
Friday night— if you have ever heard Brent play the key board and sing, you 
will laugh, cry, sigh, swoon, praise the Lord, and cheer all at the same time. 
His music evokes fun and seriousness combined together in one great 
inspiring package.  Then there is Ron Block. How do I describe Ron?  He is a 
friend of all friends, he has amazing talent, yet all his talent is wrapped in 



tremendous humility and grace. His music raises you to the heavenly realm 
where worship, praise and peace reign as one. You see Jesus in his face in 
his talent, and in his love for others.  Thank you Ron and Brent for your part 
in this week-end. Also, I thank you, Ken Neil for you part in the music as 
well. R o n ’ s  w e b-s i t e  i s  www.ronblock.com a n d  B r e n t ’ s  i s  
www.brentramsey.com

Sunday was a special day of worship at Dad and Mom’s (The Pearce’s
house).  We removed most of my living room furniture and replace it with 
the key board for Brent, guitars for Ron, Blondie (the base fiddle) for Ken, 
and chairs for the rest of us.  The musicians called us to worship, and Brian 
Coatney shared one of his greatest talks.  Wouldn’t you know his was the 
only one not taped.  Dave was sick and couldn’t do it.  We ended the day 
with our good friend Julie Lee and her friend, Sarah Suskind, both from 
Nashville, singing some of Julie’s songs on her CD (Still House Road).
Julie’s e-mail and web-site address is: stillhouseroad@hotmail.com or 
www.julielee.org.

When Julie and Sarah harmonized together we all thought angels had 
appeared--it was heavenly music for sure— I’m sure it made the angels sing 
and clap their hands, or even yet, it was the angel’s singing through them, 
I’m not sure which it was, but it was heavenly.

The food was great, thanks to Jenny Fienning, and the house was 
overflowing with love from the “river of God’s love.”Thanks to Fran Giles, 
Margaret Lester and many more.

Check out www.spiritradio.net and can see the whole conference on TV.
This is our new announcement— Spirit Broadcasting Network.  We 
now have both radio and TV on 24 hours a day via T1 broadband 
internet connection, and we have it on WORLDWIDE. As Sharon 
White Skaggs always says, “Yeah God.” 

LETTERS
These precious letters are from inmates at the Fairbanks Correctional Center 
in Fairbanks, Alaska.  John and Joan Carlson have ministered there for 
about a year now.  They pass out any and all the materials Christ, Our Life 
can send them.  These inmates have started a ministry to other inmates who 
don’t know Christ and His AMAZING GRACE.  Their ministry is called “GODS 
PRISON GANG MINISTRIES” They must have access to a computer because 
they have a professional looking brochure, a creative prayer request sheet, 
and a book marker.  They did it all themselves.  Pray for these precious 
brothers.  And if you need prayer just ask them, they might even fast if the 
Lord tells them to.   



Dear Sylvia,
You are such a blessing to my brothers and me.  Your book is the tool 

that the Lord our God used to set me free from my life of being “a slave to 
sin.”  At this point in my life I am now (without a doubt in my heart) a “slave 
to righteousness!  I no longer live under the law, but under grace.  I know 
that your book will bring light to (5) more souls.  Thank you so much my 
wonderfully blessed sister in Christ Jesus.  You are truly without a doubt, 
one of our Father’s beautiful children  Merrell Gorham— We love you sister.

Dear Sylvia,
My brothers here and myself thank you for blessing us with them 

books, you truly are a blessing.  I know last letter I didn’t tell you about our 
ministry.  God has blessed us with this prison ministry.  I’m going to share 
with you something awesome that God has done for me.  On Friday Mrs. 
Phillips (the chaplain over at the rescue mission) called me down to the 
office here at FCC; she told me I have work to do when I get out, and then 
she gave me the position of “Youth Minister over at the rescue mission.  
Praise God!  God is working awesome works here at FCC.  He truly is 
awesome.  Thank you for everything Sylvia for God is using you to bless my 
brothers and myself.  I’ll write back soon— God Bless you sister and we love 
you.  Joshua Blue

This is a letter from David Moss to his friend, Sandy.

Hi.
If you haven't already looked up Galatians 2:20 here is what it says. “I have 
been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me; and the life  which I now Live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

Do you see what I'm saying it's not you that is the problem? You no longer 
live, but Christ lives in you. Satan is lying to you. He is telling you that you 
are the problem. That just keeps you down and keeps you from doing God's 
work. Satan can't have you, but if he can keep you from spreading the Word 
that's the next best thing for him. Think about it. You know I'm right. Now 
how do you gain victory over that? Start by coming to the conference next 
weekend. The promo that I did last weekend for the conference on WHAS 
radio said "Learn how to turn defeat into victory and self-condemnation to 
self-acceptance, God's way." It kind of fits doesn't it. That's what Christ, Our 
Life Ministries, The Liberating Secret Radio and TV programs, The Spirit 
Broadcasting Network, this conference next weekend and Dave is all about. 



When the Christian finally realizes through trying and falling and trying and 
falling that they can't live the "Christian Life" what do you do? This whole 
ministry is built on Christ's answer to this huge problem. And I want to share 
it with you. Do you just think we met for no reason? I'm not talking about 
our relationship as friends or anything else. I'm talking about you knowing 
who you are in Christ.

Have a wonderful morning.

Love in Christ

Dave

Praise and Prayer Reports
This is August 3rd, and Dave just called me from Sandy’s hospital bed, she 
was in a terrible car accident.  He face is torn off, her neck and lower back 
is broken— Please pray for her, she is just beginning to see THE TREASURES 
OF DARKNESS.  This is the way that we all learn it, isn’t it.  Please pray for 
Sandy Woolen.

An Open Letter from Jim Fowler
July 31, 2006

Dear friends,  

The apostle Paul’s words encouraging mutual rejoicing (Rom. 12:15) are 
certainly pertinent as we, Jim and Gracie Fowler, look back at the recent 
opportunities to see God at work. So, we are inviting you to rejoice with us 
in our rejoicing. Isn’t it interesting that the word translated “joy” (chara) in 
the New Testament, is so closely linked with the New Testament word for 
“grace” (charis)? Joy is the spontaneously Spirit-inspired recognition and 
appreciation of God’s grace, and allows us to participate in the continuous 
eu-charist of celebrating and expressing our thanksgiving for the “good 
grace” of God in all things.

To provide a brief recap of God’s opportunities afforded to us this year, I 
began the year on January 4, 2006 with a hospitalization for double-hernia 
surgery. Despite being told ten (10) years prior that I would never have this 
problem again because plastic mesh had been placed on the exterior 
muscle wall of my abdomen, I was now undergoing another surgery. This 
time a laparoscopic procedure was used to repair the muscle wall from the 
inside and to place another plastic mesh on the inside of the muscle walls 



on both sides. Within 24 hours of surgery, we knew that there were 
complications of internal bleeding that allowed blood to fill the scrotum to 
the size of a grapefruit. The doctors advised that the best course of action 
was to allow this displaced blood to reabsorb into the body over a period of 
4-6 weeks. Limited and painful mobility was the “opportunity” that 
presented itself until the middle of February.

The year 2006 has also provided a repetitive sequence of kidney stone 
episodes, similar to the series that hospitalized me four times in 2003. The 
occurrences of the kidney stone pain averaged about twice a month, and 
culminated June 2 with a trip to the local emergency room to relieve the 
pain on the night prior to our leaving for a extended road trip to KS, IN, TX, 
and back to CA. The urologists and other doctors continue to evaluate the 
testing to ascertain a course of action to control the production of these 
kidney stones (whether they be calcium or uric acid based).

Upon our return from the long driving vacation, and while watching two four-
year-old grandchildren during the last two weeks of June 2006, I began to 
experience shortness of breath and angina chest pain upon physical 
exertion. Aware that I had hereditary heart disease, diagnosed by a heart 
catheterization procedure fifteen (15) years ago that revealed coronary 
blockage, I began taking nitroglycerin (supplied by a neighbor) and 
scheduled a visit with the cardiologist on July 12. The cardiologist, Dr. Marsh 
of the San Diego Cardiac Clinic, took note of my symptoms and decided to 
forego stress testing to schedule another heart catheterization at Sharp 
Memorial Hospital in San Diego, CA on July 17. The best-case scenario was 
that the angiogram might reveal that stents could be used to hold the 
arterial blockages open. Otherwise, as was the case, open-heart surgery 
would be required to repair the arterial blockages. On the morning of July 
19, the coronary surgical specialists performed a sextuple CABG (“cabbage”) 
– six Coronary Artery By-pass Grafts. A minor glitch developed in the next 
few days, as I was unable to get my breath in order to talk or walk. Chest x-
rays (ten of them) revealed a build-up of fluid around the left lung (pleural 
effusion), necessitating a thoracentesis procedure to extract the fluid 
through the back, which was performed on the evening of Wednesday, July 
26. This allowed for rapid pulmonary recovery, and I was released from the 
hospital on the evening of July 28 (12 days in hospital).

This foregoing litany of health and medical details is but the context, the 
theatre, the “staging” for the real opportunities that have been made 
available in the interiority of my spirit-heart for the past seven (7) months. 
Isn’t it interesting how the Greek word for “heart” (kardias) is foundational 
both to physical cardiology and spiritual relationalism (cf. Eph. 3:16-19)? 
And the Greek word for “breath”, pneuma (the basis for our English 
“pneumonia”) is also the word for spiritual interiority wherein the Spirit of 



Christ becomes the indwelling identity to our spirit-being and the spiritual 
dynamic of our inner life (Rom. 8:9,16).

In several of the cards, notes and emails from well-meaning well-wishers 
over the past few weeks, there have been comments about having had 
“more than your share of problems.” I do appreciate the concern of family 
and friends, but my perspective is that “my share of problems” is all within 
the context of God’s sovereignly orchestrated opportunities to share in the 
life of His Son, Jesus Christ.

All people have problems! Physical life here on earth is comprised of a 
continuing sequence of problems, difficulties, experiences, situations, 
circumstances, trials, tribulations, etc. (we have a myriad of words to refer 
to such!). No one is exempt. We must avoid the utopian pseudo-hopes for a 
fantasyland, and Christians must not be mesmerized into thinking that they 
have “membership in God’s red carpet club.”

People’s inner perspective on their problems, however, can be quite varied. 
There are some who cry, “Why me? It’s not fair!” They fight against that 
“fickle finger of fate” that seems to have facilitated their misfortune, 
regarding themselves as “victims” of their circumstances. Others, mostly 
religious folk whose belief conceives of a detached deistic god, cry out to 
God to “deliver” them, take their pain away, and give them a new deal from 
the bottom-side of the divine deck of cards. Only the Christian who 
understands that the living Lord Jesus Christ has become their life, their 
identity, their divine dynamic of sufficiency in all things, seems to have the 
perspective that even the painful and unpleasant experiences of life are but 
the opportunities for God to reveal the sufficient working of the life, 
character and attitude of the indwelling Spirit of Christ “right in the midst” of 
every situation. The life of Jesus in us is the life that works when the going 
gets tough!

So, some of the alternatives of approach and reaction to the situations of 
life seem to include: (1) to rail at the situation, (2) to blame the situation, (3) 
to demand deliverance from the situation, (4) to ask God to change the 
situation, or (5) to accept the situation as God’s “calling card” to recognize 
His sufficiency in the midst of the situation, whereby the living Lord Jesus 
might be glorified. The latter option is the one I have chosen, allowing me, 
therefore, to rejoice in what God has been doing. The apostle James writes, 
“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials…” 
(James 1:2).

The Christ-indwelt Christian (there is no other kind!) has a unique 
opportunity in the midst of personal problems to participate in the witness 
(Greek word martyre) of proclaiming the sufficiency of the life of the Lord 



Jesus within. Despite the extent of one’s theological understanding, this is 
of no consequence if the Joy of the Lord in us does not lead us to rejoice in 
His sufficiency in every situation. “The joy of the Lord is our strength” (Neh.
8:10).

“No trial has overtaken you, but such as is common to man” (I Cor. 10:13), 
Paul explained. And when he himself encountered such trials, God advised 
him, “My Grace is sufficient for you” (II Cor. 12:9). The trials of life may 
pierce our status-quo, but in the process they reveal our deeper source of 
spiritual dependency.

We want to thank everyone for their concern and their prayers. God is good! 
His grace is sufficient! May God be glorified! Gracie and I invite you to 
rejoice with us as we rejoice in His sufficiency during our recent 
“adventures.”

Your brother in Christ,

Jim Fowler
jimfowler@christinyou.net

Poems of the Month

Sin Conscious Not
By Brian Coatney

Sin consciousness is to me no more
than a woman I once knew in church,
who dressed like a respectable woman,
but secretly lived as a whore.

She could never make up her mind,
whether really right or wrong, 
and so her motives to herself in most things
were impossible to reasonably find.

She would think, “I should have done more,”
or conversely, “Nothing at all,”
or “just a little,” “but really, how much?”
Over everything she would continually pore.

She nagged herself to death and others too;
but many liked it, for they as well



loved self doubt and analysis, and so conversed
this way, in condemnation of all they would do.

Finally one day, this old whore got free.
She put her mind down and trusted that
if she were headed wrongly, that the Spirit
would ease her back to liberty.

She didn’t say she couldn’t sin,
but she paid it little thought one way or other,
gloriously drinking up the Spirit in her
from the new world she now lives in.

BC/9-20-05

Words of Faith

“Whatsoever you desire.”
Mark 11:22-24

“Need produces desire; desire produces faith; faith quenches the 
pain of desire, and leaps and laughs at the impossible and 

shouts, “IT SHALL BE DONE.” Sylvia Pearce

This Months Articles
God fulfills His own purpose through 

adverse circumstances
Norman Grubb

Taken from:  The Deep Things of God

' ' I f  I  m a k e  m y  b e d  i n  h e l l ,  y o u  a r e  t h e r e ' '  - Psalm 139:8.
Life in the human must always be a tension, a constant propounding of 
problems with no adequate solution, a constant oscillation between the 
pleasurable and the painful. But when we raise our sights from the human to 
the divine, the whole picture changes. 



All started with God, all  ends with God, and there is only One 
with whom He has to do: from eternity to eternity all is centered 
in Chr ist .  Therefore whatever intervenes in history,  whether 
pleasant or unpleasant, must be caught up into the stream of His 
purposes of grace in Christ. If the devil appears on the scene, 
then the devil must be His agent. If the fall of man adds to the 
chaos, then we learn that He had already foreseen that and the 
fallen first Adam was to be only a type in reverse (Romans 5:14) 
of the last redeeming Adam. This same Christ would Himself embrace the 
consequences of sin, atone for it, conquer it, and then produce out of the 
wreckage of fallen humanity a new race of sons to occupy the highest 
position in the universe, to share the throne of Him who is made ''higher 
than the heavens,'' better than the angels, seated at the right hand of the 
majesty on high.

Evil, then, would be to Christ an agency for good; not that evil 
comes from God, or is anything but evil, but faith utilizes it for 
good, because faith understands that God reigns in the darkness as well as 
in the light (Psalm 139:12), and that God fulfills His own purpose through 
adverse circumstances which expose to man his inability and spur him on to 
the receiving faith which liberates God to work.

Article # 2
Three Tips for Spiritual Warfare

Brian Coatney

What— there’s a war going on? Maybe I’d rather not know about it. But if it’s 
there, ignorance is not bliss. My observation is that spiritual warfare often 
starts with a pull toward obsession, meaning that something has caught my 
attention in a negative way, and I am grappling with it but finding the 
negative far too powerful to control. Thoughts about how another is wrong 
and my plans on how to right that person flood in: anger probably rises up, 
as well as justification for that anger.

At this point, one who takes condemnation and tries not to feel angry, gets 
pulled into self-preoccupation and a consciousness of guilt for not having 
only positive thoughts and upward faith from the onset of the temptation. 
Another scenario involves justification for anger and an endless court scene 
in one’s mind, where your lawyer smashes all the arguments of the guilty 
opponent, thinking that argument will prevail, and the other person will see 
his or her error and change. The problem is that this scenario is endless and 
begins to drain away a focus on the Lord. Joy evaporates, and soon, instead 



of being for others, one moves into a single battle that subtly falls onto a 
flesh level, apart from a living sense of who Christ is and how we enjoy His 
life in us by faith. 

Let’s look first at the person who when tempted, immediately takes 
condemnation and tries not to feel negative. There’s no hope for this 
outlook because the Bible tells us that we will  be tempted, and this of 
necessity  means that we experience a contrary pull to the upward pull of 
faith. Though the Bible says that temptation is not sin, I’ve never known 
anyone who did not struggle with guilt over temptation while learning this. It 
seems like news just too good to be true— that we do not need to beat 
ourselves up over wanting to do something wrong. Not only that, it seems 
too good to be true that we do not have to try to change our feelings. In 
fact, we do not have to try to do anything: trying means that we still think 
that we can keep ourselves and do not need the Lord’s total  keeping.

Taking condemnation, as well as trying to change ourselves, hide the devil’s 
last footholds in us when we don’t see that we are only vessels containing
Christ and not Christ Himself. Therefore, He must do all changing and 
keeping. If we still think that we can do these, then of course we will take 
condemnation, since of course we won’t be able to change ourselves or 
others, and we will blame ourselves for not being able to. Once we see that 
we’re not able to and that God never created us able to, then we’ll stop 
taking condemnation for what God never designed us to do in the first 
place. 

So here we are— weak, human selves and meant to be! We rejoice in what 
we used to hate, counting as all joy our trials and temptations, which looks 
crazy to the world and to Christians who still think that they can change 
themselves or others. 

Now let’s look at the scenario where one justifies anger or some other 
negative— entering into the never-ending court battle in the mind.  
Accusation and obsession begin to take over, and enjoyment of the Lord 
Himself in us and in others begins to disappear. Praise and thanksgiving 
drop off. All of life becomes a battle to prove ourselves right. We lose the 
sense of where we end and others begin and do not give others space to fail 
if they determine to.

How can we know whether to intervene or not? The Lord does speak to us; 
Jesus says that His sheep hear His voice. So if we are willing to say nothing 
and do nothing, but only be still, then He will let us know if He wishes us to 
say or do anything, which means His saying and doing in us. What a shock I 
found that He very often has me say and do nothing! What a cost. However, 
when we enter into His rest this way, the obsession drops away, and we get 



on with the business that He does have for us. 

Last, things regularly look impossible. That’s God’s way. He means for things 
to look impossible. That way, we focus on Him and seek wisdom. James 
tells us that wisdom is always available if we seek it with a single mind. Now 
we enter into a dance. I have learned the joy of at first hating the 
impossible, only to explode into joy that God is working in a way beyond all 
logic and reason in the appearance of things. Watching God work miracle 
after miracle becomes our ultimate thrill. And when He does it by our faith, 
nothing compares to that! 

Christ, Our Life Ministries 
PO Box 43268
Louisville, Ky. 40253
(502) 245-4581

Thank you, all our supporters for your prayers, your faith, your 
love support, and your financial gifts. Without you this ministry 
wouldn’t be possible.

http://theliberatingsecret.org


